
 Supporting Achievement and Academic Attainment 

Overview of Attainment in 2016/17 from 
Early Years to Key Stage 4 

 
 
 

John Dexter 
Director of Education 
Nottingham City Council 



Early Years Attainment (Age 4/5) 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) Results 
 
• 66.2% pupils in Nottingham were assessed as having reached a 

Good Level of Development, up from 63.5% in 2015/16.  
• England average is 70.7%, up from 69.3% in 2015/16. 
• Statistical Neighbours average is 66.6% up from 64.9% in 2016. 

• Nottingham Ranking Joint 130 - out of 151 LAs up from138 in 
2015/16. 

• Gap has been closed on both national average and statistical 
neighbours 

• Concern remains over level of boys’ literacy at the end of EYFS 
 



Phonics and Key Stage 1 (age 6/7) 

 
 
 

Phonics 
• In 2014/15 Nottingham was the lowest performing local 

authority in England. In 2016/17, Nottingham improved 
to be 118th  out of 150 local authorities reported 

 
Key Stage 1 
• Key Stage 1 attainment is below the expected standard 

although improving at broadly the same rate as is seen 
nationally. 

• A lower proportion of higher attainers in 2016/17 
achieved the higher standard than in 2015/16. 

 
 



Key Stage 2 (Age 10/11) Provisional Data 

 
 
 

The proportion of pupils attaining the reading, writing and mathematics 
benchmark (RWM) was 57% an increase of 7% on 2015/16. The 
national figure improved at the same rate. 
 
Nottingham recorded mixed changes in ranking year-on-year for pupils 
achieving the expected standard in each subject: 
 
RWM   improved by 5 places  (114/150) 
Reading  improved by 3 places  (129/150) 
GPS   worsened by 6 places  (117/150) 
Maths   worsened by 7 places  (82/150) 
Writing   worsened by 16 places  (130/150) 
 
2 City primaries are below the government floor standard for reading. 
None are for writing or mathematics. 
 



Key Stage 2 (Contd) 

Primary Progress 
 
National Benchmarks for primary progress are not yet 
available, but estimates based upon comparison with the 
2015/16 data  suggest that we can expect to see the 
progress made by pupils in primary school in all three core 
elements (reading, writing and mathematics ) to be in the 
top third of authorities nationally. 
 
 



Key Stage 4 (age 15/16) Provisional Data 
Attainment 8 
In Nottingham the average Attainment 8 score per pupil has 
decreased 5.1 points to 39.5 in 2016/17. For all schools 
nationally this decrease was minus 4.0 points to 44.2 
 
Nottingham is now ranked 149th  out of 151 LAs, down slightly 
on 2016 Nottingham 148th  out of 151 LAs. 

 
Progress 8 
Nottingham's average Progress 8 score in 2017 was - 0.33  
This Progress 8 score ranks Nottingham joint 145th of 151 LAs  
 



Key Stage 4 (age 15/16) Provisional Data 

English and Maths GCSE Attainment 
The English and Maths GCSE now have new reporting datasets. In 
both instances, Nottingham's results are below the national average. 
For the strong pass (5) Nottingham's ranking is 146 out of 151. For the 
standard pass (4) Nottingham's ranking is 148 out of 151. 
 
Pupils achieving a strong pass (5) in English and Maths 
Nottingham   30.3  
England        39.1  
 
Pupils achieving a standard pass (4) in English and Maths  
Nottingham  49.4  
England       58.5 
 
 



Key Stage 4 (age 15/16) Provisional Data 

% achieving 5 Higher Grades including English Maths 
 
No longer a benchmark but significant: 
 
2017 46.7%  149th *Criteria changed 
2016 44.6%  149th 
2015  42.4%  149th  
2014 44.6%  148th   *Criteria changed 

2013  50.3%  143th 
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